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Looking southwest at Cooloola from Double Island Point. 
What Has Become of the Cooloola National Park? 
On 27th June last we read in the Courier-Mail that two sand mining 
companies had issued three Supreme Court writs against the State 
Government over Cooloola mining leases. 
Whatever else this has done it has reminded us that all is not well 
with the Government's handling of the Cooloola question. 
It is now two years since the joint Government parties decided by a 
comfortable majority to prohibit mining of the Cooloola Sand Mass. 
Coo loo la was not to be mined; it was to become a combined National 
Park and forestry area. 
DELAYS, EVASIONS AND INNUENDOS 
Yet, despite this, how much progress has been made with the gazettal 
of the promised Cooloola National Park? Virtually none. Instead, there 
has been a series of delays and evasions which have led us to conclude 
that Cabinet intends to allow mining to take place, despite the decision 
to the contrary of its own Government members, clearly expressed on 
26th August 1970. 
These delays and evasions include: 
( 1) The renewal of an Authority to Prospect No. 363 M in August 
1970 over 40 square miles of Cooloola for a further period of two 
years. 
( 2) The refusal to give an assurance that there would be no mining of 
any part of the area covered by the Authority to Prospect. 
( 3) The refusal to divulge the proposed National Park boundaries on 
the grounds that (this could not be done) while the renewed 
Authority to Prospect remained in force, despite the precedent set 
by doing so in the case of Fraser Island. Even now, many weeks 
after expiry of the Authority to Prospect, no statement has been 
made with respect to the proposed boundaries. 
( 4) An unsatisfactory statement by the Premier, given shortly before 
the recent State Election, that there would be "no mining of the 
Cooloola coloured sands". These sands are known to contain no 
mineral and constitute only one of the many attractions and a 
small part of the whole area. 
In the northern section of Cooloola there has been built a wide heavy 
duty road totally inconsistent with the concept of a National Park. It 
leads to the beach where dredging leases are already in existence, and 
ends adjacent to that part of Cooloola ( the north-east corner) in which 
the mining companies are most interested. This poses several questions: 
( 1) Because this road is inconsistent with the concept of a National 
Park, does this mean that this area is not within the boundaries of 
the proposed Park? 
An Addendum to the Report of The Cooloola 
Committee of the 18th September 1972 
This map shows the approximate boundaries of the 
National Park proposed by The Cooloola Committee and 
its supporters. 
The map also shows the position of the areas over 
which mining leases were sought in 1970. The applica-
tions for these leases were rejected by the Queensland 
Government after a meeting of the joint party members 
in August 1970. 
The area of 3,000 to 4,000 acres in the north-east 
corner which the Queensland Premier referred to as 
though it were not part of Cooloola is clearly shown as 
being within the area that the joint party members have 
ruled should not be mined. 
The road leading to the beach near Freshwater Lake 
was constructed during April and May 1972. 
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( 2) If the road is to serve National Park purposes, this would suggest 
that the boundaries and the plans for the development of the 
National Park had already been decided upon. Why can't these 
plans be made public? 
(3) If the road is not to be used only for National Park purposes, 
what else is it to be used for? 
"THERE IS TO BE NO MINING IN THIS AREA" 
Cooloola consists of much more than the coloured sands. It contains 
giant dunes clothed with spectacular vines, scrubs and valuable black-
butts, deep fresh-water lakes, picturesque wild flower heaths and sedge-
lands, and the wide, still waters of the Noosa River. All these combine 
to make Cooloola an area having world standard National Park 
potential. 
Quite clearly, it was the intention of the members of the joint Govern-
ment parties that there would be no mining of any part of Cooloola and 
that this would include not only the areas covered by the eleven leases 
applied for, but the authority to prospect as well. 
It seems strange, therefore, that the Minister for Mines would not 
give an assurance, when asked, that the Government would grant no 
mining leases over any part of the area covered by the renewed A. to 
P. (No. 363 M) and that the Premier would only reiterate the evasive 
promise he had made over three years ago. 
Our suspicions are further strengthened by the following statement 
made by the chairman of Cudgen R.Z. Ltd. at the Company's annual 
general meeting in October 1971: "Cudgen has taken steps to retain its 
rights in the Cooloola area of Queensland." 
DOUBLE ISLAND POINT - THE "ACHILLES HEEL" 
OF COOLOOLA 
Mining of any part of Cooloola would destroy one or more of the 
features enumerated above. Mining of the vulnerable north-east corner, 
by destroying the vegetation and loosening the sand, would lay the area 
open to the forces of erosion, namely, the heavy winds, heavy rains 
and heavy seas associated with cyclones, so that if the sea were to break 
through this comparatively narrow part, the lighthouse reserve at Double 
Island Point would become an island, while rapid and progressive 
erosion of the main Cooloola sand mass would follow. 
The Double Island Point area is the most likely place where the 
sand miners will establish their bridgehead, and this concerns all those 
who are anxious to protect the full potential of Cooloola as a National 
Park of world standing. 
As early as 1970 the Premier of Queensland associated himself with 
an attempt to reduce the area of Cooloola by referring to 3,000-4,000 
acres of the north-east corner as Double Island Point as though this 
were not a part of Cooloola. By such subtleties the Government may 
try to effect an arbitrary redefining of the boundaries of Cooloola. They 
could then allow mining in a large area in the north-east, and still be 
able to say that there will be no mining on Cooloola. 
THE WRITS 
The mrnrng companies threatened nearly two years ago that they 
would take legal action against the Government, yet it appears that 
Cabinet has deliberately adopted a policy of indecisiveness during this 
period in anticipation of the receipt of these writs and with a view to 
avoiding the publication of its plan for the future use of Cooloola before 
the last State Elections. 
It would seem that by its indecisiveness, Cabinet has covertly encour-
aged the issue of the writs and that it will seek to justify a settlement 
out of court by claiming that only by acting thus can the State of 
Queensland be protected from paying the compensation that is being 
demanded. 
We believe that two possible courses of action, apart from capitula-
tion, lie before the Government. One of these, and by far the most 
acceptable, is for the writs to be defended. 
The other is for Parliament to pass an Act of Indemnity, by which 
it is expressly declared that no money will be paid and no leases granted. 
But a Cabinet which prides itself on its co-operative attitude towards 
the mining industry is hardly likely to initiate such a step. 
In his opinion on Authorities to Prospect, which has already been 
widely distributed by us, Mr. Fairleigh, Q.C., explained the legal posi-
tion clearly and we respectfully accept the view that the mining com-
panies have no right to force the Queensland Government to give them 
leases or pay compensation in lieu thereof. 
It is imperative that the hearing of the mining companies' actions 
proceed as quickly as possible so that the declaration, development and 
use of the whole of Cooloola as a. National Park of world standing be 
not unnecessarily delayed. 
The Cooloola Committee 
P.O. Box 59, Toowong, 4066 
sap PRINT 
